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FLYNN DRIVE–WANNEROO ROAD INTERSECTION 

Grievance 
MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [9.38 am]: I grieve to the Minister for Transport over a matter that is not 
strictly within my electorate but is affecting many in my electorate in the northern suburbs—that is, the 
intersection of Flynn Drive and Wanneroo Road. The area has just expanded exponentially. Flynn Drive has 
become a major access road to a light industrial area. Wanneroo Road north of Joondalup Drive remains a single 
carriageway, with an 80-kilometre-per-hour speed limit. The last several years has seen the dramatic increase in 
heavy vehicle traffic turning into and out of Flynn Drive as it accesses the industrial area. This has been an 
ongoing and growing problem. I note that on 23 June 2009, according to this press release, the member for 
Wanneroo, Mr Miles, announced that the government would put $500 000 towards the construction of a new 
intersection at that corner under the existing 2006–07 black spot program. So we can see that the history of this 
dangerous intersection goes back some years.  

Since the announcement in that press release by the member for Wanneroo, within whose electorate this road 
really falls, of the government’s $500 000 contribution, nothing has happened, except for another sad event, in 
which one of my constituents who was travelling south on Wanneroo Road, the late Mr Livingston, was T-boned 
by a truck that was turning right into Flynn Drive. Of course his widow, elderly as she is, who lives in my 
electorate, was absolutely devastated, and when she looked at the articles that were published in the local 
newspaper, she became quite distressed and attended upon me. The local newspaper published, shortly after Mr 
Livingston’s death, an article under the headline “Project hits roadblock”. The reason for that is that the City of 
Wanneroo had looked at several different options. The first was to wait until Wanneroo Road is dualled from 
Joondalup Drive to Hall Road. The second was to build an intersection at this moment, and put traffic lights 
there, which may require some rebuild later when the dual road goes through. Finally, the city noted, to quote 
from its letter to me dated 8 August 2011, that it had not yet obtained the following environmental approvals—
amendment to the existing clearing permit to cover the additional clearing required as a consequence of final 
design review, and approval though Main Roads WA in relation to clearing that needs to be undertaken within 
the Wanneroo Road road reserve.  

So, the city has been looking forward to what will happen when this becomes a dual carriageway, and this and 
that, but in the meantime development has overtaken the intersection, and we now have a very dangerous 
intersection at that location. I am not having a shot at the government here, but I am saying it is a pity that this 
intersection is just at the extremity of the metropolitan region. If it had been a bit further north, perhaps it could 
have qualified under funding for the regions. But I suspect it is not a question of funding, given that the 
government has already committed some black spot funding to it. What the community out there feels is that 
there is some bureaucratic inertia somewhere. I am not pointing the finger at the minister, and I am not pointing 
the finger at Wanneroo council, because I cannot get to the bottom of it, but what keeps coming back is another 
reason why this deadly intersection remains in this situation in late 2011.  

As recently as 16 August, there was yet another front page article in the local newspaper. The article is headed 
“Widow wants answers”. Mrs Livingston is understandably still grieving and still in deep mourning, and she is 
saying, “How could this have happened?” The article goes on to quote her as saying — 

“I would like to see something done about it, for Daniel’s sake, for my daughter’s sake, for everybody 
who uses that road’s sake”. 

The article goes on to say — 

Wanneroo Mayor Jon Kelly said the City’s initial approaches to install traffic lights were rejected and 
the City has been frustrated by bureaucracy … 

“The City takes road safety very seriously … “In this case, Main Roads WA advised the City in 2006–
07 that it was preparing improvements to this intersection … 

“The City advised Main Roads of its wish to realign Flynn Drive … 

So, this debate goes on between the city and Main Roads, and this hellish intersection continues to exist. It surely 
should not be beyond the wit of man to design and build an intersection at that location with traffic lights that 
could accommodate dualling later on. I have seen that happen in other areas, especially when Marmion Avenue 
was being built north. They were only building one side of Marmion Avenue, but when we got to some of the 
major intersections, it dualled for about 100 metres, and it was all there, and then the lights were installed and the 
problem alleviated, and then when Marmion Avenue was installed, it just could roll right on through the 
intersection. 

I know that the minister regards himself as a doer and as a practical man, and I know that he appreciates that I 
am not raising a false complaint here, so I am very hopeful, on behalf of my community, including those who 
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live in the Liberal-held seat of Wanneroo—I am not being parochial or partisan about this—that I can distribute 
some words of resolution so that we can say something is going to happen before any more people are killed at 
this dangerous intersection. I thank the minister very much. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [9.45 am]: I thank the member for Mindarie for 
raising this issue and certainly extend my sympathies and condolences to Mrs Sandra Livingston and her family 
on the death her husband, Daniel, on 22 June.  

The member is right. I like to think that I can get some things done occasionally, but I also like to work off a 
base of fact. Again, without trying to be too political about this and enter into the debate between the City of 
Wanneroo and the member in relation to this matter, I want to put a couple of facts on the table.  

Firstly, money was provided by the former government, in the 2006–07 financial year, with $500 000 of black 
spot funding to the City of Wanneroo to upgrade this intersection. In hindsight, that money should have just been 
spent. The City of Wanneroo wrote back to Main Roads, eventually, and said, “We have a different plan. Our 
plan is to realign Flynn Drive to the north”—the member would be aware of this—“to go across Wanneroo Road 
and eventually end up linking into Neerabup Road.” 

Mr P.T. Miles: Mitchell Freeway.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Mitchell Freeway, yes. It asked for the $500 000 to not be spent on that intersection and 
to go, as a contribution from the state, to that road upgrade. Full stop. The state agreed. It then took the City of 
Wanneroo years to attempt to acquire the land. The city in fact got to the ridiculous situation in which it ended 
up in court trying to resume land, only to discover after it had finished the land resumption process that it had not 
resumed enough land and had to start again. So there has just been this chronic lack of action from the City of 
Wanneroo. In the council’s budget for 2010–11, it funded the commencement of a project for the realignment of 
Flynn Drive. That funding was, from memory, in the vicinity of $5 million or $6 million; I could be wrong. But 
that never happened. The reason it never happened is that the council could not get its environmental approvals. 
In November last year, the council resolved a couple of things. It resolved to not proceed with the realignment of 
Flynn Drive until the state had dualled Wanneroo Road. It resolved to write to the state and ask us to now take 
that $500 000 and use it on upgrading that intersection. Had the City of Wanneroo gone through with the plans 
that it had put in place in 2006–07, the intersection that we are talking about now would cease to exist. There 
would have been a new intersection to the north. I find it unbelievable that the Mayor of the City of Wanneroo in 
particular, as the member has just read out, would try to rewrite history, because if this money had been spent 
when it was allocated by former Minister for Planning and Infrastructure Hon Alannah MacTiernan in 2006–07, 
the intersection would have been upgraded. It is important to understand that base of fact. 

What are we going to do moving forward? The Mayor of the City of Wanneroo was supposed to have written to 
ask me to redirect that money out of the city’s upgrade program and into the black spot. I am going to go there 
with Main Roads, and with the local member—I am happy for the member for Mindarie to come if he likes—
and we will have a look at that intersection and see what we can do. I am not going to jeopardise the safety of the 
people who use that road. The member is right. It is a heavily utilised road. I was there only a few weeks ago 
with the member for Wanneroo watching trucks go through intersections in the middle of Wanneroo that 
schoolkids cross. There are a lot of concerns about safety on that road. There is a retirement village just up the 
road where we will be installing traffic lights. I am acutely aware of the situation, but I would like to go back and 
have a look at Flynn Drive, and the reason is this: in my view, the $500 000 of black spot funding will not 
deliver a suitable upgrade of that intersection. As I understand it, $500 000 would have pretty much only put in a 
right-turn pocket in the northbound lane of Wanneroo Road. The truck in question would have had its flicker on 
and been in a right-turn pocket so that northbound traffic could keep going. The unfortunate reality is that even if 
that had been there, there is no guarantee the truck would not have pulled across.  

We need a better outcome for Flynn Drive residents. I think we could look at doing what will be done in the 
member for Swan Hills’ electorate at the intersection of Reid Highway and Lord Street—that is, put in the sort of 
intersection the member is talking about ahead of a “dualling”. It can be done. We will go up and have a look. I 
do not want us to deliver a substandard outcome; more importantly, I do not want the people of Wanneroo to 
wait for an inert council to act. I will also be writing to the City of Wanneroo to ask it about an intersection in the 
member for Mindarie’s electorate—that is, Hester Avenue and Wanneroo Road. There is $600 000 of black spot 
funding available. I do not want the same thing happening there. If the council is not going to progress black spot 
funding in the way it should be progressed, I will take the money back and we will spend it ourselves. I am sick 
and tired of this sort of thing happening. I have read the letter from Mrs Sandra Livingston. It breaks my heart 
because I know that five years of inaction has led to that intersection today being the same as it was in 2006. I 
have driven through there a number of times, and I know the member has. We will definitely do something —  

Mr J.R. Quigley: Perhaps I could come with you and we will look at Hester Avenue on the way through.  
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Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The member for Wanneroo is quite happy for the member for Mindarie to come as well. 
We will stop at the McDonald’s in Wanneroo and visit the McCafe. It is one of the few two-lane drive-throughs I 
have seen. I should not be flippant because it is a very, very important issue. The member for Mindarie could 
take this message back to Mrs Livingston. She has written to me, and says this —  

Nothing will ever bring Daniel back but for the sake of our family and to prevent further fatalities some 
examination and accountability has to be made of the decisions and actions taken by the City of 
Wanneroo. 

Mrs Livingston is 100 per cent right. But, to be honest with the member—I know the City of Wanneroo has 
failed those people; it is disgraceful, to be frank—I cannot be bothered with an examination and trying to hold 
them accountable; that is for its ratepayers to do. What I want to do is fix the intersection so that the loss of her 
husband, Daniel, is not in vain for other road users.  
 


